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 From Pastor John... 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

Grace and peace to you all as we move full steam 

into September and fall activities!  I hope we still have 

many warm days left as we celebrate these days.  By 

the time you read this, we’ll have more idea about our 

congregation’s focus and plans for an associate pastor 

for youth and family ministry.  We’ll be full swing into 

preparing for the visit of Dr. Mark Allan Powell on 

September 17-18.  We’ll be looking ahead to the 

beginning of a Christian Education time between our 

services beginning on September 25.  For more 

mature members—note the re-organization/renewal 

of ―Leisure Lunch‖ on September 27!  Finally, we’ll be 

engaged in our fall stewardship program which 

concludes in October, considering again God’s gifts to 

us individually (our God given talents [read passions]), 

and how God is calling us to share those passions with 

others throughout the year. 
 
All of this life and activity begins with relationships.  

Church is about relationship.  A book I’ve been 

reading (Unbinding the Gospel, by Martha Grace Reese) 

talks about this in a chapter called Real Life.  God 

chooses to work in and through real, authentic, 

healthy relationships with God, relationships between 

church members, and relationships with people 

outside the church.  Each set of relationships are 

important, distinct, and constantly interact with and 

affect each other. 
 
First, foremost, and foundational, is relationship 

with God – taking time to be with God – quiet, loud, 

reflective, active, alone, praying, being attentive to 

God’s Spirit, reading scripture, reflecting on God’s 

word, asking questions (yes, we’re encouraged to 

practice many ways of being in relationship).  Reese 

writes how everything in life (inside and outside the 

congregation) depends on pastors and congregations 

having a primary focus on having a relationship with 

God. 
 
A relationship with God – this is of course, a lot 

easier said than done.  Yet I know that when I take 

time to read, reflect, pray, ask questions, God’s Spirit 

brings a great sense of peace, order, energy, hope.  

The questions aren’t always easy, and answers even 

more challenging.  (I’m always suspicious of those who 

say ―God told me to do‖ this or that).  Healthy time 

alone with God leads to healthy relationships in 

churches. 
 
Reese goes on to explain these healthy 

relationships (pg. 64): 

People are real.  They are honest.  They share their 

lives with each other in significant ways rather than 

putting on a “perfection show.” 

People see each other for who they are, and show 

respect by telling the truth lovingly. 

Relationships are not sentimental.  People acknowledge 

their own frailties and sinfulness.  They may have 

disagreements, but they find ways of resolving 

them without undue conflict or long resentments. 

Visitors can feel it when they walk in the door! 
 
How’s that – visitors can feel it!  As we begin 

some fall programming, I invite you to celebrate 

worship, be a part of the Christian Education time 

(volunteer to help with children/youth, attend adult 

discussions on the Bible, faith topics).  Choosing to 

grow, and being open to God’s Spirit, we will feel 

alive, and be in touch with joy! 
 
Take note of (and take part in) activities 

announced in other parts of this newsletter! God’s 

blessings to you – see you in church! 

                               

  − Pastor John 



 
 

 

Page 2 Shepherd’s Voice 

 
          

   

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

  

 

 

From Our Council President... 

 Our life experience creates stories that 

we can tell to our children, family, and friends.  

This month I want to share with you two 

stories that came from Vacation Bible Camp.  

Why?  Because these stories created a new 

found meaning that is found in the Bible.  If 

you go to John 21:1-19, you will find Jesus 

talking to Simon Peter.  Jesus asked Simon, 

―Do you love me?‖  Three times Simon 

replied, ―You know I do‖ and three times 

Jesus said, ―Take care of my sheep.‖  The 

profound experience gained from Vacation 

Bible Camp created a new and different 

understanding about what it means to take 

care of the sheep for Jesus.  The volunteers 

knew the theme was ―grow in faith, have fun, 

change the world.‖  Never once did I think 

that would mean I would grow if faith, have 

fun, and change the world.  But that is what 

happened. 

 Good Shepherd had 22 children who 

attended.  Out of the 22 we had five children 

who were children, grandchildren or great 

grandchildren of members from our 

congregation.  What about the other 19 

children?  Who were they?  They were 

children from other churches in the our 

community like Saint Matthew, Saint 

Bonaventure, and Calvary Temple.  Do I think 

we will see these families come to our church?  
Who knows, and that isn’t the question 

needing to be asked or answered.  Nor is the 

question why did the parent bring the child to 

Vacation Bible Camp at Good Shepherd.  

 What does matter is Laura Mott 

volunteered to lead us through a structured 

process where any child that came could 

―grow in faith, have fun, and change the 

world.‖  From the time the thought that we 

should and could have a Vacation Bible Camp 

to the very end we all knew ―God was with 

us‖ and it was going to be a wonderful 

experience for the children.  What I didn’t 

know was it was going to be a wonderful 

experience for the volunteers also.  Thanks Be 

to God who continues to amaze and surprise 

me every day.  Every day the children were 

excited to be there.  They listened to the 

adults and followed along, they loved the 

crafts, the storytelling, the gardening, and the 

games.  The children found wonderment in 

what Bob was going to provide each day for a 

snack.  On the second day, Bob ground up 

graham crackers, this was sub-soil.  He  made 

chocolate pudding that went on top of the 

graham crackers and called this dirt.  Next he 

ground up Oreo Cookies and this was the 

topsoil, on top of the chocolate pudding.  Last, 

was a gummy worm or two that went on the 

very top.  He explained, ―the gummy worms 

were to fertilize dirt and to keep the dirt 

loose.‖  The children and the adults loved the 

lesson on why things grow and the snack was 

delicious.  Thank you Bob Ripley for a job well 

done for the entire week! 

 One four-year-old boy grew from being a 

baby to a child.  This story you will have to ask 

Ken Robinson or Creighton Mitchell to learn  

what happened.  It is a funny story!  I am not 

sure it should be in print in the church 

newsletter.  It was wonderful to have male 

role models every day during the week.  

Thanks to Ken and Creighton.  You are the 

best! 

 So, what is the message here you ask?  
Jesus asked Simon to take care of the sheep.    

I think this is the message about Vacation Bible 

Camp.  We took all of the children who came 

and we played, we learned, we grew together, 

and it didn’t matter that they weren’t 

members of our church.  What mattered was 

they were safe and cared for.  All of us were 

learning abut Jesus, having fun, and making new 

friends, adults included.  It doesn’t get any 

better than this here on earth, right?  Thanks 

to everyone, and I mean everyone who made 

it happen.  We should be happy, excited, and 

know we, too, are like Simon Peter and taking 

care of His sheep. 

     −Sue Hertless, Council President       



Page 3 Shepherd’s Voice     

September 2011 

Volume 7, Issue 9 

Thanks and Recognitions 

 

At our August 15, 2011 Council Meeting we recognized and thanked 

  everyone who participated in making our Vacation Bible Camp a success: 

  

        Kay Bennett   Sue Hertless    Marjorie Ridenour 

  Ingrid Burns               Creighton Mitchell    Bob Ripley 

  Pam Dietz   Jean Moore    Susan Ripley 

  Rosemary Fassl  Laura Mott    Ken Robinson 

  Mary Figueroa  Pastor John Ridenour  Vicki Smiglewski 

       

We congratulate Ron and Mary Figueroa: 

  Recognized by the ―Jacquie Oliverius Good Neighbor‖ Column in the Thursday,  

  August 18, 2011 Concord Transcript for volunteering to help those in need for over 40 

  years, 10 of those with the Salvation Army. Congratulations! 

 

Letters of thanks from those we serve 

in our community:                                             

Thanks from the Food Bank of Contra 

Costa and Solano Counties. 

  

 In late July we received a letter of thanks 

from Charlene Burns, Coordinator of the Food 

Bank, thanking us for allowing them to use our 

church facility, without charge, as a distribution 

site.  During the period of April 1, 2011 through 

June 30, 2011, they distributed 9,338 pounds of 

food including groceries and produce to 88 low 

income senior individuals and program partici-

pants, with 72 bags handed out each time they 

were at the Good Shepherd site!   
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Birthdays 

Larry Smith   9/01 

Karin Bohling  9/03 

Hayley Rodemsky 9/03 

Carol Taylor   9/05 

Patrick Kai   9/06 

Celeste McCullough 9/07 

Bonnie Young  9/09 

Joan Filibert   9/14 

Alden Johnson  9/15 

Pat Brack   9/17 

Greg Buchholz  9/20 

Donna Thoreson  9/20 

Karen Mitchell  9/24 

James Christiana  9/26 

Delphia Rue   9/26 

Brandon Arnold  9/30 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

        

 

  Good Shepherd Endowment Fund 
Submitted by Paul Rusch 

   

     For some years now, Good Shepherd has had an Endowment Fund, however 

we have not been actively promoting it.  An Endowment Fund policy has now 

been established. 

     The purpose of this fund is to provide financial support for the mission of 

Good Shepherd.  Earnings from the fund are to be used only to support 

religious, charitable, and educational activities and not as part of the regular 

operating budget of the church.  It could be used also to assist with specific 

capital expenditures and equipment for the church. 

     As of December 31, 2010 the fund showed a total of just over $16,000.  The 

intention is to grow this fund until such time as the interest earned is a 

meaningful amount. 

     Besides cash contributions to the fund, other contributions might include 

real estate or personal property, investments such as stocks and bonds or 

insurance that name Good Shepherd as the beneficiary.  In the coming months, 

we will arrange for a speaker to address some of these options and answer any 

questions you may have. 

     Please us the Contribution Form below now or save for future use.  You can 

also obtain one from the Church Office.   

 

Thank you, from your Endowment Fund Committee.  

I (we) want to support the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund with 

this gift of _____________ 

          In celebration of our ________ wedding anniversary 

          In celebration of my ________ birthday 

          In remembrance of:  ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

          In celebration of:   

 
______________________________________________________________ 
                               (Holiday or other special day) 

          Undesignated 

 

Signature and Date:  
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RUTH CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY GROUP  
 

 We will resume our Bible Study on the Gospel of Mark, beginning 

Thursday, Sept. 15 at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   

All friends and women of Good Shepherd are welcome 

 and encouraged to join us! 

Wedding  
Anniversaries  

  
Michael and Sherry Chaplin 

September 1, 1977 

 

Steve and Joann Rossi 

September 15, 1984 

 

James and Kristie Gray 

September 19, 1992 

 

Dave and Marcy Munson 

September 21, 1963 

 

Mark and Dana Deniston 

September 24, 1988 

 

Jon and Heidi Moss 

September 27, 1997  

  

 

 

OVER (UNDER)

 ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET

INCOME:

  Pledges 107,360$   $108,528 (1,168)$           

  Other (Tower Rent,etc.) 84,367      91,360       (6,993)            

TOTAL INCOME 191,727     $199,888 (8,161)            

LESS TOTAL EXPENSES (172,874)    (185,983)    13,109            

NET INCOME 18,853$     13,905$     4,948$            

GOOD SHEPHERD INCOME STATEMENT

     YEAR TO DATE AS OF July 31, 2011

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FALL SCHEDULE 

 The Christian Education Committee met on Monday, August 22 to 

begin planning the programs for young children and adults for the coming 

year.  Many ideas were discussed.  We have learned from our July                

Congregational Discussion that most everyone would like to see Sunday 

School for both children and adults between services each week.  

 At this time, we are planning to offer a Sunday School for our  

young children between services.  A letter will be coming home to our 

families with young children early in September to announce the Sunday 

School program.  

 We will have a Bible Study for adults on Sunday morning, led by Pr. 

John between our two services.  There will also be information in our  

Sunday bulletins with information on both the children and adult programs.  

Rally Sunday will kick off these programs on September 25. 

 If you would like to be part of the planning for our Fall Schedule,  

Christian Education will meet at 4:30 p.m., Thursday, September 1 to    

continue the planning process.  All are welcome to join us in the office. 

RESULTS OF THE SPECIAL CONGREGATION MEETING OF AUGUST 28 

   There were 89 people in attendance to listen and ask questions about the plans for an Associate Pastor 

for Youth and Family Ministry at Good Shepherd.  74 people voted for the motion that read, ―We declare 

a pastoral vacancy for a full time Associate Pastor for Youth and Family Ministry and seek approval to fill.‖  

The vote was as follows: 65 ―yes‖, 6 ―no‖ and 3 ―abstain‖.  The motion passed and the work will now begin 

to form a Call Committee.   Many thanks to everyone who participated in this congregational meeting. 

Arne Jacobsen’s Memorial Service 

The memorial service will take place on 

September 10 at 10:00 a.m. at Saint 

John’s  Episcopal Church, 5555 Clayton,  

Concord, CA     925.672.8855 

 

  Autumn begins on 

Thursday                       

September 22.   
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 Your Treasured Passion 

    

    It is all well known that when one hears the 
phrase Stewardship, the first thing that pops up in 

people’s mind is money.  We, in the Stewardship 

Committee, are seeking to change that.  

―Stewardship means belonging to God‖.  All we 

own and all our talents belong to God.  This is a 

hard concept to fully grasp and accept, even to 

some of us within the committee. 

 The Stewardship Committee has decided to 

pursue the concept by first looking within.  Our 

theme for this year: ―Your Treasured Passion‖.  

We want you to look deep into your heart and 

find that passion that you treasure and use it 

towards Good Shepherd Lutheran Church’s 

mission to grow closer to God in Jesus, invite and 

welcome others into God’s family and provide 

leadership in service to the world through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

     The start to our 2012 Stewardship begins with 

a night with Mark Allen Powell on September 17th.  

Please clear your schedule and join us in a moving 

presentation by a well published theologian author 

and scholar.  

     Good Shepherd looks forward to your 

wholehearted commitment to continue its mission 

of growing closer to God in Jesus, inviting and 

welcoming others into God’s family and providing 

leadership in service to the world through the 

power of the Holy Spirit.   

 
May God bless you for giving your time and talent! 

 
The Stewardship Committee: 

Victor Olmedo, Chair 

Sue Hertless 

Susan Lorenzen 

Vicki Smiglewski 

Bob Ripley 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Coming Soon . . .             

     Dr. Mark Allan Powell 

           Saturday, Sept. 17 

 

           We are about two weeks 

     from the Mark Allan Powell 

     event here at Good   

     Shepherd.  Indeed, I am  

     excited, but I am also very 

     nervous.  Will it be   

     successful?  Will people  

come?  Why did I do this?  It is a lot of stress and 

pressure.  Then, when I am still, I hear, ―It is right 

to get God’s message out to others.  Have faith 

and pray.‖  Who is that speaking to me?  Is it my 

conscious, The Holy Spirit, God?  I am praying will 

you pray with me? 

     This is where I ask for your prayers and 

support in making the event successful.  I hope that 

you are planning on attending.  Please, don’t wait 

too long to get your tickets. as tickets will not be 

sold at the door the night of the event.  The cost is 

$20 for both dinner and talk or $10 to hear just 

the message ―Belonging to God‖ from Dr. Powell.  

He will sign books if you bring them to the event.   

 I am asking the women of the congregation if 

they would make desserts.  Any kind would be 

acceptable.  If we are hoping to have 200 people 

attend the dinner, we will need about 15 or 20 
people to volunteer to make some type of dessert.  

It could be cookies, cakes, or pies.  The suggestion 

was made to let each person decide what they 

want to make.  Great idea!  

     The sign up sheet is in the Narthex along with a 

place for you to sign up if you want to come. The 

check should be made to ―Good Shepherd‖ and 

noted on the memo line ―Mark Allan Powell 

Event.‖  You can bring the check to the office and 

we will give you your tickets, or we can hold them 

at the door if you prefer or you can mail your 

check in or place it in the collection on Sunday. 

Let’s make this an evening to remember!!!! 

 

    - Sue Hertless, Council President 

      

 

  

 

   

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Page 7 

    NEWS FROM OUR WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE 
by Ingrid Burns 

 

September still feels like the beginning of the year for this old teacher...  Many of us will return 

to school this month.  The Back to School Drive ended on August 28.   On September 4 we 

will donate pet food to ARF.  September 11 will feature remembrance of the tenth anniversary 

of 9/11.  On September 18 we will have one service at 9:30.  September 25 will be Rally         

Sunday.  October 2 will have a Blessing of the Animals outside as our second service. 

 

October 16 is Stewardship Sunday.  October 30 will be Reformation Sunday.  November 6 
will be All Saints Sunday.  November 20 will be Christ the King Sunday and Thanksgiving Day 

will be on the 24th.  Our Thanksgiving plans are not definite at this date. There will be two 

services on the 18th of December.  Christmas Eve on Saturday the 24th will have two         

services.  Christmas, Sunday, will have one service at 10 a.m.  There will also be one service 

on Sunday, January 1.  Note these dates on your calendars! 

 

We welcomed Margaret Halbig and Wilma Seppala as our newest Worship and    

Music Committee members at our August meeting.  There will be a task force of 5 

persons who will plan for a coordinated new design to improve and modernize 

our sanctuary.  Better lighting is an urgent need but we need to coordinate 

with an aesthetician, a technology expert, as well as worship and       

property committee members.  We are still searching for a new choir           

 director.  Be sure to observe our fall harvest in our planter boxes.  

  Our autumn season promises to be one of great abundance! 

 

 

Social Ministry Embarks on a New Endeavor Leading Up to our  

“Blessing of the Animals” on Sunday, October 2, 2011 

 

Did you know that Tony LaRussa’s ARF Program helps low income families care for their pets? 

   

ARF's FoodShare program was born in 1996 when several food manufacturers offered ARF           

discontinued or overstocked canned and dry food. This food was distributed to Meals on Wheels 

clients and local feral cat groups. As of 2002, pet food generously      

donated by Safeway Inc. has been distributed on a regular basis to low  

income  residents and responsible feral guardians of Contra Costa 

County, California who have spayed and neutered their animals. The 

challenges faced by FoodShare clients and Contra Costa County          

residents in general have increased due to the worsening economic    

climate. With high foreclosure and unemployment rates, the need for 

ARF's FoodShare program has never been greater. 

 

During the month of September, please bring in non-perishable pet food and place it in the special 

container in the Narthex.  All pet food will be going to ARF on Oak Grove Road in Walnut Creek, 

to be distributed to the needy in Contra Costa County.   
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Shepherd’s Voice 

Friends Feeding Friends 

  

Sarah Jean’s 

Dream at age 4 — 

“So people who are 

really 

 hungry have food.” 

  

          

Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church 

4000 Clayton Road 

Concord, CA  94521 

682-8410 

Located east of the 

Salvation Army church 

between West St. and 

Mendocino 

Loaves & Fishes catering 

kitchen: 

510 Garcia, Suite H   

Pittsburg, CA 

For we are 

God’s  

workmanship 

created in 

Christ Jesus 

to do good 

works, which 

God prepared 

in advance for 

us to do. 

Ephesians 

2:10 

The North Concord 

Shelter:  

2047 Arnold 

Industrial Way,  

Parallel to Highway 4  

Here’s an update from Friends Feeding Friends, an outreach 

ministry that serves needy in our county. 

 

 At our August luncheon, we served 120 hot meals at the 

North Concord shelter:  hot dogs, vegetable soup (using veggies 

from our church garden), green salad, broccoli salad, hard boiled 

eggs, fresh fruit, brownies, and drinks.  Special thanks go to Amy 

Harris and her good friend.  For their birthdays, in lieu of 

presents, these special young ladies asked their friends to bring 

groceries for Friends Feeding Friends.  They are hoping to start a 

new trend!  We also thank New Life Church for their donations, 

and help with preparation and service.  Thank you to all who 

helped move furniture, and who helped donate household 

furnishings, making our ministry possible.   

The next time we meet will be on Saturday, September 17.  

We’ll be serving sandwiches, green salad, broccoli salad, fresh 

fruit, drinks, and dessert.  If you would like to help prepare 

lunch, sort donations, pack hygiene kits and ―food for later‖ bags, 

meet us at Good Shepherd at 9:30 a.m.  Come join us, and invite 

a friend to share in a fun morning.  

 

If you can help with groceries for the September, luncheon 
we will need: 

Luncheon meats • sliced cheese • red grapes • sandwich rolls • 

fresh fruit • broccoli crowns • any dessert • bottled water • chips 
 

There’s an on-going need for: 

Hats & sunscreen • clothing for warm weather • linens/towels • pots & 

pans • dressers • eating utensils • groceries • end tables • Laundry soap  

• cooking utensils • flip flops • lamps • travel size hygiene items         
 

For the “Food for Later” bags: 

Shelf-stable meals (ravioli, hearty soups, stews) • laundry soap • chili • 
spam, tuna kits, etc.) • fruit cups/fruit snacks • packaged bars • snacks • 

desserts 
 
If you have questions or need additional information, please call 

Dana Deniston 768-9087 or Linda Rodemsky  864-9266.  Or, 

email us at friendsfeedingfriends@yahoo.com 
 

Thank you once more to all our faithful supporters whose 

contributions benefit so many in our community.   

Know of someone 
who needs help?  

Call the Homeless 
Hotlines, 800-799-

6599 or  800-808-
6444.  Call the Bay 

Area Rescue           

Mission at 510-
215-4868, or the    

Contra Costa   
Crisis Center 211. 
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