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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church ¢ 4000 Clayton Road * Concord, CA 94521
925-682-8410  gsconcord.com
Worship: Sundays 8:30 AM. & 11:00 AM.« Pastor John Ridenour

From Pastor John...
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each
other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful.” (Colossians 3:12-15)

The Apostle Paul’s words to community of Colossae
have been chosen by the Church Council as the basis for a
Church Covenant, and by extension, our community of
faith at Good Shepherd in Concord. This passage calls us
to a way of life together that is both challenging and
difficult: as human beings we often fall short of such ideal
Christian living. It is also renewing and hopeful: in Christ’s
peace, and by our choosing, we can live together as God’s
holy people with joy and thanksgiving!

If the above two paragraphs look familiar, you’re right —
that’s the way | began my written Annual Report as found
in the bulletin of reports for our Annual Congregational
Meeting January 29. |, like many of you, was sad and very
concerned about the way the Annual Meeting transpired
last Sunday. Sometimes in human organizations and
gatherings of people, our emotions and reactions get in the
way of our intentions. Often we as people do fall short,
yet God continues to call us to a higher standard of
interaction and love, working together to build up the Body
of Christ.

My focus/vision for us at Good Shepherd has always
been to create an atmosphere of welcome, hospitality, and
joy, celebrating God’s love in Jesus. | know we can be that
team of people working together in love and service,
working, planning, deciding together, listening respectfully,
allowing for differences of opinion, yet respecting the
person. When we do that, we’ll be that team of joy,
energy, excitement and faith, having fun being God’s people
of love and service.

Looking ahead

Soon the lighted star on top of our chimney at home will
be unplugged. It’s been lit continuously since before
Christmas and even throughout my vacation, as a reminder
that God’s love and grace is revealed and shines through
Jesus, the Light for all. In February, the season of Epiphany
moves to the ashes, dust of Lent, where we see the love of
God in Jesus coming to be the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world — and our sin too.

We look forward to some outstanding musical
leadership and teaching, and the celebration of God through
our music in worship as Margaret Halbig and Phoebe
(Jevtovic) Rosquist have been installed and lead us as
Instrumental Music Director and Choir Director. Together
with Tom Deans-Flegel, we can sing praises and make music
to the glory of God. Now is a great time to join the Bell
Choir and/or the Sanctuary Choir. You'll learn a lot about
music and singing, and your heart will soar to new heights of
praise!

Another area I've been discussing is the impact of
technology on Christian life, for individuals, families, and
congregations. This topic is being explored by The Lutheran
Alliance for Faith, Science and Technology. It was addressed
at a_recent convocation at Luther Seminary, and was the
subject of a Yale Divinity School article written by Rachel
Hatch (granddaughter-in-law of our own members Ray and
Helen Ollila). We each make decisions about the place,
purpose, timing, and use of technology in our lives.
Technology can of course be a Good Servant, or a Bad
Master. As a Bad Master, technology can drive us through
fear of missing out, and thus control our choices and our
lives. As a Good Servant, technology can be a powerful,
effective gift to enhance our lives, our communication, and
our sharing of God’s love in Christ. We have opportunities
for ministry and outreach in helping people to use their
technology, keep themselves and their families safe from the
risks it brings, and make healthy choices that keep
technology in its place as a Good Servant.

Much more to look forward to, but enough for now.
God’s blessings and peace to you in Christ, Pastor John
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From Our Council President

As Council President, | write to you with
heaviness on my heart and mind. As | reflect on our
Annual Meeting, and this past year as a Council
Member, | realize that much was not evident to you,
as members of the congregation, as it was to the
Council regarding the operations of our church.

Here is what | want you to know, to believe, and
to trust. Everything is going to be ok. You might
say to me “It doesn’t feel o.k., and | just want
everyone not to fight and for us to have peace.” |
know the Council wants that also. Then how can you
tell me everything is going to be ok? Here is what |
will say, God has promised us, because we are
believers, and he tells us in Jeremiah 29:11: For |
know the plans | have for you," declares the LORD,
"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.”

To continue as a healthy and loving church
community, we all might consider these three
practices. First, please pray for our church, our
pastor, our council, and each other daily. Second, let
the Lord direct your heart toward the love of God
and the endurance of Christ. Third, read your Bible.
Maybe you would like to begin with one of my
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favorite passages: 1 Corinthians 13: 4-8- which says
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does
not boast, it is not proud. ° It does not dishonor
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it
keeps no record of wrongs. ¢ Love does not delight in
evil but rejoices with the truth. ’ It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” In
making these practices part of your daily routine, you
may find positive changes in your own life.

We as a Council have come to realize that it is
essential that the communications must flow in both
directions, both from Council to the Congregation and
the Congregation to the Council, in order to eliminate
feelings of non transparency. To start this process of
communication, beginning in March you will see
monthly Council Meeting highlights in the church
newsletter and minutes from the monthly meetings
will be available in the narthex for your review.

And lastly | say to you, we need to stay together
and rejoice to the Lord.

Everything is going to be ok.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Hertless, Council President

Worship in February
By Pam Dietz, Worship and Music Chair

Ash Wednesday is February 22, the beginning of Lent Our Ash Wednesday Service will begin at 7:00 P.M.
Lent is a solemn time in the church year, time for reflection and self-denial. The seasonal color is purple. You
will notice that there will be no “alleluia’s” in hymns, anthems or liturgy during this season. The next time you
will hear “alleluia” will be Easter Sunday! Lent calls for minimal decoration and there will be no church flowers
until Easter morning.

But solemnity is not sadness! We officially commissioned our pianist/organist, Margaret Halbig and our
new choir director Phoebe J. Rosquist on Sunday, February 5™. This is cause for celebration. These are
talented young women and we give them a warm welcome. Consider joining and making a “joyful noise” to
the Lord.

Mid-week services have been planned. We will meet in Fellowship Hall at 6:30 for our traditional soup
supper. At 7:00 representatives from local non-profits will share information about their programs. It is this
committee’s hope that each of us will hear and respond to their need. The evening will close with a short
devotion and prayer from 7:15-7:30. We invite you to share in this community outreach experience.

New and returning members of the committee are: Ingrid Burns, Lynne Davies, Pam Dietz, Margaret
Halbig, Phoebe J. Rosquist, Laura Mott, Duane Peterson, Pastor Ridenour and Vicky Smiglewski.

We give thanks to Wilma Seppala for her work as Altar Guild Chair. She will be replaced by Vicky Smiglewski.
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Thanks and Recognition

At our December Council Meeting, we thanked the women of our Ruth’s Circle who, for
many years, have given their time, energy and talents to bake cookies for our shut-ins and
deliver them along with some Christmas cheer. We would like to mention one of our very
wonderful women whose name was inadvertently not included in our “Thanks” last month...
Jan Harmon. We salute you Jan, for all of the wonderful and faithful things that you have done
and continue to do at Good Shepherd. Thank you!

At our January Council Meeting, our Council Members were thanked for all of the efforts over
the past year. Sue Hertless thanked everyone and in turn the Council thanked her for her
leadership as Council President over the past year. All of our Council Members have
returned again this year, plus we have 3 new members.

Please keep in prayer our 2012 Council — They are Mark Deniston, Pamela Dietz, Betty Fraga,
Sue Hertless, Jean Moore, Jon Moss, Laura Mott, Victor Olmedo, Jim Olson, Ken Robinson,
Linda Rodemsky, Vicki Smiglewski and Herb Yonge.

The Altar Guild would like to offer a special thank you to Betty Jacobsen for baking bread for
communion services on Sundays. The Altar Guild so appreciates Betty’s time and talent.
Thank you, Betty!

Bold Women of Faith Day is March 18 at Good Shepherd

Bold Women’s Day celebrates all Lutheran women who have acted or are acting boldly on
their faith in Jesus Christ. Whether you live out your bold story of faith in your workplace,
family or community, let’s celebrate your bold! On this day there will be an addition to our
liturgy that morning, at both services, recognizing the contributions of all the women of Good
Shepherd and the Church at large. But there will also be singular recognition to a bold
woman who lives her faith with hospitatlity and love in her own way. At noon, all women are
cordially invited to join us for a very special luncheon celebrating all of our wonderful bold
women of faith at Good Shepherd. We hope that all of our women will join us for this very
special day! Come, celebrate your bold!

See You At the Movies! Movie Night is Friday, March 2

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for hot dogs at 6:30. We will be viewing a move made in 2010,
The Way, starring Martin Sheen, beginning at 7:00 PM. Preview at: theway-themovie.com

World Day of Prayer is Friday, March 2 - Let Justice Prevail

Sponsored by Church Women United

You are cordially invited to celebrate World Day of Prayer this year at Concord
United Methodist Church, 1645 West Street beginning with Coffee Fellowship at
10:00 AM, followed with a Prayer Service and Program from 10:30 to 11:30 AM.
Child care can be arranged by calling Lenita at 672-1053 before February 24.
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Stacey Contreras
Andrew Harris
Larry Huddleston
Jacob Mollwitz
Bobby Morgan
Eric Batchelder
Charles Kaul
Nikki Robinson
Kaden Kreutzinger
Ross Deniston
Matthew
Anagnostopoulos
Christian Hein-Silva
David Henry
Dorothy Davis
Doug Olson
Hugh Busch
Robert Schaefer
Wally Brandt
Paul Clausen
Kurt Harman
Milton Swenson
Donna Albrecht
Victor Olmedo

February
Birthdays

01
03
03
06
06
11
11
11

Stieptiend ¢ Voice ~ Tn the Ve

Good Shepherd JAM Retreat at Mt. Cross,

Youth Attend Wet, Yet Fun, Retreat

out

dorm for some of the time!), added
to the adventure of games, new
friends, Bible discussions, and
worship. We had opportunity to
have fun, and think about what it

Climbing up the hill to the dorm
rooms through pouring rain,
seven youth (Lauren and Erin
Wardle, Sam Buchholz, Austin
Fiene, Carter Munson-Ring, Sean
Harless, and Jacob Mollwitz),
along with one Counselor in
Training (Jamie Rodemsky), two
parents (Kathy Harless and Helga
Wardle) and Pastor John had a
great, although wet, weekend at
the Mt. Cross JAM Retreat
January 20-22.

The rain Friday night, the power outage
on Sunday morning, the cold (heat was

means to be connected to Jesus as the Vine, how we are never alone,

and how God wants us to bear
fruit to love one another.
— Pastor John
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Good ShepherdYouth News
FEBRUARY 18, 2012: MEET AT GOOD SHEPHERD 9:00 AM

We will be meeting at church 9 am on February 18" to help Friends Feeding Friends sort, prepare
food and pack bags, than off to Loaves and Fishes for cooking the meal to be distribute at North
Concord Shelter. After our long days work and ready to unwind we will head to Clayton Bowl for a
few games and Mountain Mike’s Pizza.

Have a v »»p Support our church outreach program Friends Feeding Friends along with
some wonderful friends and pizza.

JOIN IN OUR EASY FUNDRAISER!

Coming soon you will notice a trash can in the Narthex and the Kitchen areas of the - . . ﬁf
church labeled, “Youth Group — Aluminum Cans Only”. Your participation and ;‘——
donations of aluminum cans is an easy way to help in raising funds for youth group

events. Our youth group greatly appreciates your participating in this easy “
fundraiser. Thank you! A

COMING SOON...

March 16 =18, 2012

Calling all youth! We are planning a winter trip to Calaveras County. We will be spending 2 nights in
Blue Lake Springs. There is a $50.00 fee for all who attend. $20.00 non refundable payment will be
due by February 24. Final payment of $30.00 will be due on March 11.

Youth and their parents will need to attend a meeting, scheduled between service on March 11, to go
over the logistics of this event.

CAN YOU HELP?

By Susan Lorenzen
| need to sell my home, due to the lose of my job. | am asking for assistance in preparing my home
for sale. This request is for general cleaning inside and outside the home. The clean-up days are
scheduled for Friday and Saturday March 2 & 3, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. You would be welcome for
whatever time you can spare, be it an hour or a day. | will provide the tools and products needed
for the jobs, however if you have a favorite tool you like to use, you are welcome to bring it. 1 will

also provide lunch and snacks, etc. And the coffee pot will be on.

Susan lives at 3503 Wild Flower Way, Concord. The home is off Treat Blvd, take Naveronne south,
left on Wild Flower Way and it is the first house on the left. For further information on things to be
done, phone Susan at 682-9450 home or 699-1301 cell. If you are unable to reach Susan, please
contact Laura at the church 682-8410. Please let Susan know what time you would like to come




Stepherd s Toice ~ Tu the Newe

Page 7

GOOD SHEPHERD Book CLuB

For March, the Good Shepherd Book Club is reading
THE SWEETEST THING by Elizabeth Musser
We'll meet on Tuesday, March 20 at 7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

The Sweetest Thing tells the story of two remarkable young women--opposites
in every way--fighting for the same goal: surviving tumultuous change.
Come and join the discussion. Questions?

Contact Donna Albrecht at donna@albrechts.com

Each One, Teach One - You Can Change a Life!

Diablo Valley Literacy Council invites you to volunteer to help adults

learn English as a Second Language. No teaching experience required!
You can help people get a better job, apply for citizenship, and read to their
children.
To volunteer for this program, you need to commit to one or two hours of
tutoring each week and attend 3 class meetings: Sat. March 3 and Sat. March
10 from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM and Tues. March 6 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM.
Pre registration is required and there is a $15 non refundable registration fee.
Call 925-685-3881 to register.

Wedding
Anniversaries

Timothy and Kathy Harless
February 08 1997

A

Leisure Lunch is February 21

There is a lot of talk about love in February, and there is no shortage of
love in our Leisure Lunch group!

Our lunch will be one week after Valentine’s Day, on Tuesday, February 21st.
We had much fun sharing our baby pictures last month, that we thought we
would continue in February by asking Lunchers to bring their wedding
pictures or a story about how they met their special someone, or both.

We'll serve a simple lunch of vegetable soup to stave off the chilly
weather. All senior citizens are welcome, and please feel free to bring a
friend. Remember to call the church office to sign-up!

Additionally, is there someone whom you miss seeing at the Leisure Lunch
events? Please invite them to join us. If someone is in need of a ride to the
church, you may contact Bob or Susan Ripley at: 925-827-9717.

Vacuum Cleaner for
Fellowship Hall
By Kathy Price

A new vacuum cleaner
was recently purchased for
Fellowship Hall with money
from the Memorial Fund The
old vacuum was very heavy
and difficult to use.

After some considera-
tion, a decision was made to
replace it with a lighter and
more efficient vacuum. It is
a Simplicity brand. Itis
rated very highly on several
internet sites, made in
America and purchased from
a small local business in
downtown Concord.

Regarding the Income Statement
 Expenses exceeded income by $4,701.

* Pledges are 7,799 less than budgeted
and Unpledged Receipts were $3,872
less than budget.

GOOD SHEPHERD INCOME STATEMENT
YEAR TO DATE AS OF December 31, 2011
OVER (UNDER)
ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET
INCOME:
Pledges $ 178,249 $186,048( $ (7,799)
Other (Tower Rent,etc.) 150,715 156,767 [ (6,052)
TOTAL INCOME 328,964 $342,815 (13,851)
LESS TOTAL EXPENSEY (333,665)| (342,815) 9,150
NET INCOME $ (4,701 % -1 $ (4,701)

February 2012
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Friends Feeding Friends

Sarah Jean’s

Dreamat age 4 —
“So Pcoplc who are
really hungry
have food.”
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Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church

4000 Clayton Road
Concord, CA 94521
682-8410

Located east of the
Salvation Army church
between West St. and
Mendocino.

Loaves & Fishes catering
kitchen:

510 Garcia, Suite H
Pittsburg, CA

Here’s an update from Friends Feeding Friends--an
outreach ministry that serves the needy in our county.

We served 117 at our January shelter luncheon, a
meal of ham & cheese and turkey sandwiches, fresh tomato
soup, broccoli salad, green salad, hard boiled eggs, oranges,
bananas, apple and cherry pie. We want to thank New Life
Church, Tabernacle School and the Lady Hawk team for
their help with donations, preparation and service. Thank
you to all who donated and moved furniture, and who
donated household goods, grooming supplies and
groceries, making our ministry possible. We are still in
need of canned or dried groceries, toilet paper, laundry
detergent and paper towels for distribution to needy
families, senior citizens and those we furnish.

The next time we meet will be on Saturday,
February 18, 2012. We'll be serving toasted sandwiches,
fresh soup, green salad, broccoli salad, fresh fruit, drinks,
and dessert. If you would like to help sort donations, pack
hygiene kits and “food for later” bags, meet us at Good
Shepherd at 9:30 a.m. If you would like to help prepare
lunch, meet us at the Loaves & Fishes catering kitchen at
10:00. Come join us, and invite a friend to share in a fun
morning.

If you can help with groceries, for the February
luncheon we will need:

sliced cold cuts « sliced cheese « red grapes « fresh fruit «
broccoli crowns ¢ cookies, bars, cakes or pies ¢ bottled
water e fresh veggies

There’s an on-going need for:

laundry soap ¢ lamps ¢ blankets ¢ linens/towels « pots &
pans  coats & jackets ¢ eating utensils ¢ groceries ¢ dish
soap * cooking utensils  travel size hygiene items »
microwave ovens ¢ dressers & end tables

For the “Food for Later” bags:

Shelf-stable meals (ravioli, hearty soups, stews, chili, spam,
tuna kits, etc.) « Fruit cups/fruit snacks « Packaged bars,
snacks and desserts

If you have questions or need additional information, please
call Dana Deniston 768-9087 or Linda Rodemsky 864-
9266. Or, email us at friendsfeedingfriends@yahoo.com
Thank you once more to all our faithful supporters
whose contributions benefit so many in our
community.

For we are
(od's
workmanship
createdin
Christ Jesus
to do good
works, which
God prepared
in advance for
us to do.

Ephesians
2:10

The North
Concord Shelter:

2047 Arnold
Industrial Way,

Parallel to
Highway 4

Know of someone
who needs help?
Call the Homeless
Hotlines at
800-799-6599 or
800-808-6444.
Call the Bay Area
Rescue Mission at
510-215-4868, or
the Contra Costa
Crisis Center 211.



mailto:friendsfeedingfriends@yahoo.com

Worship Assistants February 5,2012 = March 4, 2012
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